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Establishment of Ooe-branch reduced prolonged length of stay
after acute-phase treatment at a Fukuchiyama-city hospital

Teaching and Learning Center for Community Medicine,

Fukuchiyama City Hospital Ooe Branch
Mikio Wada

Department of General Internal Medicine, Fukuchiyama City Hospital

Yu Kataoka

Abstract

Background: Prolonged length of stay (LOS) after acute-phase treatment is a great concern for
acute hospitals.

Objectives: To assess the effects of a newly set-up closely affiliated hospital that is a medical
facility for sub-acute or long-term care. We evaluated prolonged LLOS of an acute hospital after
acute-phase treatment.

Method: This prospective cohort study was conducted at Department of General Internal
Medicine, Fukuchiyama-city hospital. Subjects were patients aged =65 years who were
hospitalized with pneumonia or urinary tract infection, and transferred to a medical facility
for sub-acute or long-term care after acute-phase treatment. Intervention is defined as the
foundation of Fukuchiyama-city hospital Qoe-branch. Prolonged LOS at Fukuchiyama-city
hospital as a primary outcome was made a comparison between before the foundation of Ooe-
branch (2014/8 to 2015/3) and after its foundation (2015/4 to 2015/7), using t-test.

Results: We evaluated 12 and 16 cases treated before and after the foundation of Ooe-
branch. Prolonged LOS before and after the foundation of Ooe-branch were 15.4 and 7.4 days
(p<0.048), respectively.

Conclusions: Establishing a closely affiliated medical facility for sub-acute and long-term care
reduced prolonged LOS of acute hospital by about 8 days.

Key words: medical facility for sub-acute and long-term care, closely affiliated, Prolonged
length of stay



